Acknowledgments

This monograph is a slightly revised edition of my doctoral dissertation at Ohio State University. This
research would not have been possible without the support of the Nanaimo First Nation. | therefore thank former
Chiefs Jerry Brown and Robert Thomas and the members of the Nanaimo Band Council for permitting me to
undertake this project. 1 am also grateful to Brian Apland of the B.C. Archaeology Branch, who first interested me
in the possibility of doing burial research on Gabriola Island, and to Jim Pike who served as Project Officer, and
smoothed the way. MIC Holdings graciously allowed unrestricted access to their property for the field work. In the
field | was ably assisted by Helen Lemon-Moore, Julie Rice-Wyse, Charles Johnnie, Rick Howard, Gerry Manson,
Ross White, Eldon Yellowhorn, Jacqui Dale, and Heather Martini. Several colleagues and friends visited the sites
and offered much appreciated advice and assistance: Sandy Witt, Gerry Moore, Amoud Stryd, Mark Skinner, and
Erie Nelson. | am particularly grateful to Mark Skinner for his generous support and encouragement through all
phases of the project.

Two seasons of field work were funded by grants from the British Columbia Heritage Trust. | thank the
Friends of the Royal British Columbia Museum and the Department of Archaeology, Simon Fraser University for
administering these funds for me. The SFU Department of Archaeology also furnished field equipment, a project
vehicle, and lab space after the second field season. Andrew Barton was particularly helpful in expediting all
aspects of field work and lab preparation. Lab assistance at SFU was provided by Jacqui Dale, Tosha Dupras,
Heather Martini, and Hartley Odwak. Karla Kusmer analysed the shellfish remains, and Tina van Gaalen analysed
the vertebrate fauna, as well as drafting the final maps and artifact illustrations. 1’m grateful to Roy Carlson, Philip
Hobler, Amoud Stryd, Alan McMillan, Geordie Howe, and Richard Brolly for their comments on selected
artifacts, and to Jon Driver for his advice on the fauna.

My friends at Areas Consulting Archeologists assisted in more ways than | can adequately acknowledge.
Melanie Carfantan and Amoud Stryd provided equipment, advice, encouragement, and employment when needed;
Geordie Howe assisted with lithic raw material identifications and photographed the artifacts, and along with
Richard Brolly was an unfailing source of useful information on Northwest Coast prehistory.

I thank the Royal British Columbia Museum for the loan of the comparative skeletal collection from
DgRw 4, and particularly Nancy Romaine who made all the arrangements and also offered her personal insights
on this burial collection. Marjory Gordon very generously made available to me the original data collected during
her own graduate research on this assemblage.

I would also like to acknowledge the financial support provided by OSU and the Department of
Anthropology during my graduate career, in the form of a Presidential Fellowship, a University Fellowship, a
GSARA grant, an OIE grant, and various teaching and research appointments. Finally, but certainly not least, |
thank the original members of my dissertation committee, Paul Sciulli, and William Dancey, for their patience,
advice, and encouragement over the years. Dr. Sciulli possesses that most valuable attribute of advisors, of
allowing his students the independence to chart their own course, while always being available to help navigate the
more treacherous stages of the graduate journey. 1 would like to express my gratitude to Dr. McKee for stepping in
at the eleventh hour to serve as replacement for Dick Pfau, whose untimely death deprived me of a dear friend as
well as a committee member.

Throughout this long and seemingly endless endeavour | was at all times cheered and comforted,
heartened and sustained by the friendship of Maureen Elliott, Amy Waites, Richard Brolly, Geordie Howe, Sandy
Dallin, Andrea Gorzitze, and Cheryl Johnston. | particularly want to thank my brother Lawrence and sister-in-law
Louise, who provided me with a home as well as financial and emotional support while I wrestled with my
demons.

viii



