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Notes on Radiocarbon Dates

Radiocarbon dates are not exactly equivalent with calendar dates. Radiocarbon dates can be corrected to 
more closely match calendar dates using the tree-ring and marine data sets developed by Reimer et al. 
(2004). In this volume some authors have used calibrated dates and some have used uncalibrated dates.

In order to understand the calibrated age of uncalibrated 14C dates of 21,000 BP and younger, calibrated 
dates rounded off to the nearest century have been presented in the Table below. All dates are given in cal BP 
(calendar years before the present) meaning before AD 1950. There is no reliable calibration of 14C dates 
older than about 21,400 BP, as published before the mid-2007.

Radiocarbon Age Calibrated Age Radiocarbon Age Calibrated Age
1000 BP 900 cal BP 11,000 BP 12,900 cal BP
2000 BP 1900 cal BP 12,000 BP 13,800 cal BP
3000 BP 3200 cal BP 13,000 BP 15,400 cal BP
4000 BP 4400 cal BP 14,000 BP 16,700 cal BP
5000 BP 5700 cal BP 15,000 BP 18,300 cal BP
6000 BP 6800 cal BP 16,000 BP 19,200 cal BP
7000 BP 7900 cal BP 17,000 BP 20,100 cal BP
8000 BP 9000 cal BP 18,000 BP 21,300 cal BP
9000 BP 10,200 cal BP 19,000 BP 22,500 cal BP

10,000 BP 11,500 cal BP 20,000 BP 23,900 cal BP
21,000 BP 25,400 cal BP
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