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As discussed in Chapter 7, traditional 
Tahltan subsistence and settlement patterns 
were largely determined by seasonal variation 
in resource  abundance and a v a i l a b i l i t y .  
P e r i o d i c  s t r e s s  due t o  f l u c t u a t i o n s  in 
climate and cycles of  abundance and decline 
of animal p o p u la t io n s  also in f lu e nce  the 
s t ra teg ies  which hunter -gatherers  use in 
adapting to their environment.

Strategies for coping with  f luctuations 
in resource abundance a f fec t  th e  range and

i n t e n s i t y  o f  r e s o u r c e s  e x p l o i t e d ,  
technological complexity, degree of mobility,  
settlement patterns, and importance of  food 
sharing and storage behaviour.  Strategies 
for dealing  w i t h  v a r i a t i o n  in  re s o u rc e  
abundance and a v a i la b i l i ty  also in f lu e n c e  
site  characteristics such as size and location 
of sites, length and intensity of occupation, 
and presence of facilities for processing and 
storing resources.

F lu c tu a tio n s  in Resource Abundance

When compared with other world biomes 
(Hassan 1981:11) th e  S t ik in e  Plateau has a 
moderate animal b io m a s s .  T h e  u p l a n d  
pla teau  areas provide excellent habitat for 
large ungulates .  The animal resources of 
the  S t i k i n e  area  are p r e d o m in a t e d  by 
K-selec ted  species. These are large bodied, 
slow maturing species which regulate their 
numbers close to carrying capacity (Pianka 
19 7 0 ,  Hay den 1 9 81b ) .  Since they have 
slow rates of  p o p u la t io n  increase,  Hayden 
suggests that  K-se lec ted  species are more 
v u l n e r a b l e  to  ov e re x p lo i ta t io n  (Hayden 
1981b:525).

Pianka (19 70) suggests that environments 
characterized by K-selected species tend to 
be m ore  s t a b l e  t h a n  t h o s e  w h i c h  are 
characterized by r -se lec ted  or small bodied, 
fast maturing, rapidly reproducing species. 
However,  periodic f lu c t u a t io n s  in animal 
p o p u l a t i o n s  are w e l l  d o c u m e n t e d  for  
subarctic and boreal forest environments.

L ik e  t h e  w e l l  k n o w n  h a r e ,  var ious  
species  of  t h e  g r o u s e  f a m i l y  are a l s o  
su b je c t  to cyclic fluctuations in population 
with gradual build up in population over a 
seven to ten year p e r io d ,  fo l low ed by a 
sudden decline (Guiget 1955:4).  Evalu ation  
of  p o p u l a t i o n  indices (K eith  1963)  for 
several species of n o r th e rn  birds and small 
mammals indicate pers is tent  in te rv a ls  of  
e ig h t  to eleven years in f lu c t u a t io n s  of  
abundance and decline of  resources such as

hare,  species  of  g r o u s e ,  and many f u r  
bearing animals which depend on these as 
prey. Hare and lynx f lu c t u a t io n s  appear 
more v i o l e n t  t h a n  g r o u s e  and o t h e r  
fu r  bearers.  Peaks in abundance of various 
species do not a l l  occur at th e  same time 
following an approximate order of  grouse,  
hare,  lynx,  fox,  coyote,  f i sher ,  mink, and 
marten. Cycli c  species tend to persist  in 
scattered nuclei of favorable habitats and to 
disperse from these as populations increase 
( K e i t h  1 9 6 3 : 1  7 7 - 1 2 0 ) .  What K e i th  has 
termed th e  ten year  c y c l e  is appare ntly  
restricted to the northern coniferous fores t  
and ecotones in North America.

O t h e r  r e s o u r c e  studies (B u rc h  1972,  
Waisberg 1975) indicate th at  large ungulates 
such as caribou and moose a lso  experience 
periodic f lu c t u a t io n s  in abundance,  with 
cycles ranging in th e  order of fifty to over 
a hundred years. Fluctuations of this  order 
are less dramatic and not so easily detected 
within a single human l i fe t im e  as those of 
s m a l l  mammals .  A l t h o u g h  moose  are 
r e p u t e d  by b i o l o g i s t s  t o  be r e l a t i v e  
n e w c o m e r s  t o  n o r t h w e s t e r n  B r i t i s h  
Colu mbia ,  T a h l ta n  e ld e r s  have indicated 
that moose were present in the Stikine area 
in earlier  times,  b u t  became scarce in the 
ear ly 1 80 0 ' s  and began t o  in c r e a s e  in 
numbers again in  t h e  1 8 7 0 ' s  (Emmons 
1911:71).
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Strategies F o r Maintaining Economic S ta b ility

Since the subsistence economy forms the 
primary interface between people and their 
environm ent,  s u c c e s s f u l  a d a p t a t i o n  or 
s u r v i v a l  o f  a g r o u p  depend s  on t h e  
s t a b i l i t y  of  i t s  e c o n o m ic  s y s te m .  A ll  
groups  experience periodic stress due t o  
f lu c t u a t io n s  in climatic patterns and cycles 
of  a b u n d a n c e  and d e c l i n e  in  r e s o u rc e s  
(Colson 1979:18,  Hayden 1 981a :413 ) .  The  
severity of  stress and the actual occurrence 
of starvation suf fered  by di f ferent groups 
may depend on their ability to adopt means 
of coping with periodic f luctuations.

T h e r e  are many h i s to r ic  accounts of 
starvation in th e  H u d s o n 's  Bay Company 
r e c o r d s .  A l t h o u g h  l o c a t e d  on m a j o r  
t ran sp o r ta t io n  ro u te s ,  trading pos ts  were 
not always located in areas of  abundant 
resources. Traders were generally unfamiliar 
with  th e  lo ca l  environment, resources, and 
successful methods for exploiting them, and 
rel ied on e n l i s t i n g  n a t iv e  t r a p p e r s  to 
provision the posts. In some cases, such as 
Robert C a m p b e l l ' s  a t tem pt  to establish a 
post  on Dease Lake,  loca l  native groups 
were unwill ing to cooperate in provisioning 
the fur  trade p o s ts  (Cam pbell  1958) .  In 
addition, during the fur trade period many 
a b o r i g i n a l  g r o u p s  were f o r c e d  o u t  of  
relatively r ich  and s t a b le  te r r i to r ie s  into 
more  m argin a l  e n v i r o n m e n t s  ( Y e r b u r y  
1 9 8 0 :3 3 5 )  or he ld  terr i to r ies  w hich were 
being encroached u p o n  by o th e r  groups 
(Yerbury 1981). It  is suggested th a t  many 
of  t h e  in c idents  of  starvat io n by arc tic  
drainage A th apaskan groups  were due to 
increased attachment to and dependence on 
f u r  t rad ing  posts  and a l i f e s t y l e  which 
diverted people away from traditional means 
of coping with seasonal or periodic stress.

Although th e  S t i k i n e  area experiences 
periodic fluctuations in resource abundance, 
there are few accounts  of starvation among 
the Tahltan.  Periods of  severe sta rvation 
are l a r g e l y  a r e s u l t  of  fac tors  such as 
epidemics of in t ro d u c ed  diseases creating 
dramatic disruptions in regular patterns  of 
food gathering and storing ac t iv i t ies .  In 
some s tor ies  w hich  describe  people  going 
hungry or t h e  d e c l i n e  o f  a p a r t i c u l a r  
r e s o u r c e  in  a c e r t a i n  p l a c e ,  t h e s e  are

u s u a l l y  a t t r i b u t e d  to  th e  breaking of 
taboos or oth er  social  re gula t io ns .  These 
stories are u s u a l ly  t o l d  w ith  th e  aim of 
t e a c h in g  a moral le sson ,  and maintaining 
adaptive social behaviour.

From the ethnographic literature, Colson 
has identified several devices or strategies 
c o m m o n ly  a d o p te d  by h u n t e r - g a t h e r e r  
groups to cope with periodic stress (Colson 
1 9 7 9 :2 1 ) .  T h e  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  of  t h e s e  
s t r a t e g i e s  i n t o  t r a d i t i o n a l  T a h l t a n  
subsistence practices can be ident if ied as 
important factors for maintaining economic 
security.

P r o b a b ly  the most effective strategy for 
coping with periodic stress  and fluctuating 
cycles of abundance in animal p o p u la t io n s  
was t h e  m ain te n a n c e  o f  techniq ues  for 
explo it ing diverse s p e c ie s .  T h e  T a h l ta n  
people exploited a wide range of d i f feren t  
kinds of resources available within a variety 
o f  d i f f e r e n t  e c o l o g i c a l  z o n es  in  t h e  
environment. The  S t ik in e  Plateau is one of 
the few areas in North America with such a 
divers ity of  large game animals. Although 
the Tahltan relied on caribou and moose as 
staple resources, al l  large game animals were 
extensively used for food and raw materials.

S e v e r a l  s m a l l e r  mammals s u c h  as 
marmots, ground s q u i r re l s ,  and beaver were 
also used as s ta p le  foods as they became 
seasonally available.  Hare, porcupine, and 
lynx were t a k e n  w h e n e v e r  a v a i l a b l e  to 
supplement the diet .  Migratory waterfowl 
were e x p l o i t e d  seasonally while  several 
species of ground birds cou ld  be snared on 
a year round basis to supplement th e  diet .  
A variety of f resh  water fish were taken 
on a year round basis in th e  many small 
lakes and streams, w hile  larger quant it ie s  
were p r o c u r e d  during spawning periods.  
Several species of salmon,  abundant during 
the period of the runs, provided a r e l i a b l e  
and predictable staple resource which could 
be stored for later use.

A l th o u g h  meat and f i s h  c o n s t i t u t e d  
approximate ly  90 to 95% of  th e  diet by 
volume,  a wide variety of e d ib le  p l a n t s  
w e r e  a l s o  u s e d  f o r  fo o d  as w e l l  as 
medicinal purposes.

Based on a survey of a large number of
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hunter -gatherer  groups,  Hayden indicates 
th at  th e  range of  items avoided grows as 
n a t u r a l l y  o c c u r r i n g  r e s o u r c e  d iv e r s i ty  
increases (Hayden 19 81a:399) .  Among the 
T a h l t a n  t h e r e  were very strong taboos  
a g a in s t  t h e  u s e  o f  m o s t  c a r n i v o r e s ,  
amphibians, and a variety of  small  bodied 
mammals s u c h  as mice and v o l e s ,  and 
s m a l l e r  b i r d s .  C a r n i v o r e s ,  being l e s s  
abundant and dispersed t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
environment as well as wary of hunters, are 
diff icult  to capture in numbers. They have 
l i t t l e  f l e s h  on them after  being skinned 
out. While smaller mammals and birds are 
more numerous, they are also d i f f i c u l t  to 
captu re  in numbers .  These  were generally 
i n e f f i c i e n t  fo o d  r e s o u r c e s  t o  use on a 
regular basis.

Many of  these  animals were associated 
w ith  q u a l i t i e s  which could be handled by 
shamans o n ly  or by h u n t e r s  who had 
acquired them as s p i r i t  h e l p e r s .  Som e 
carnivores were used for their fur only as 
p r o d u c t s  o f  p r e s t i g e  a n d  w e a l t h .  
N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  
characteristics and habitats of these animals 
was continuously passed in so that in cases 
of extreme resource  stress  they could  be 
used for food.

S t o r a g e  o f  seasonally  abundant food 
resources was another im portant means by 
which the Tahltan coped with seasonal and 
p e r i o d i c  f l u c t u a t i o n s  i n  r e s o u r c e  
a v a i la b i l i ty .  In th e i r  seasonal round of 
subsistence activities, all  resources found in 
any a b u n d a n c e  were h a r v e s te d  in large 
quanti t ie s  and p r o c e s s e d  for storage and 
later use. This  type of  strategy required 
b o t h  coopera tive  work effort  and the use 
of  a complex t e c h n o lo g y .  T h e  use of  a 
procurement technology based on snaring and 
trapping, adaptable for a wide range of f ish  
and animal species,  a l lowed for e f f ic ient  
harvesting of large numbers .  T he  initial  
o u t l a y  of  energy f o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  
f a c i l i t i e s  s u c h  as smokehouses ,  fences,  
weirs, traps, or storage pits was spread out 
over a lon g  p e r i o d  of  t ime and la rg e  
amounts of  energy procured and processed 
by means of them.

R e l i a b l e  and a b u n d a n t  s a lm o n  runs 
a l lowed th e  aggregat ion of  100  to  150  
p e o p le  in large summer villages. Members

of several extended families  cooperated in 
the construction of weirs, basket traps, and 
s m o k e h o u s e s .  S e v e r a l  thousand salmon 
could be captured and processed in a period 
of  s ix w e e k s .  T h e  l a r g e ,  w e l l  b u i l t  
smokehouses, essential  for processing and 
drying of such large quantities of salmon, 
would remain standing and fun ct iona l  for 
over 5 0 years, with  minimal maintenance. 
Storage p i t s  located in the vicinity of the 
f ishing vil lages were used to s tore  large 
quantities of salmon for use la te r  in th e  
w i n t e r  or in t im es  of  emergency .  In 
contrast  to storage fac i l i t ies  used in th e  
large winter h o u s e s  on t h e  N o r t h w e s t  
Coast ,  the underground storage pits, called 
'duweged', meaning 'hidden in a safe place' ,  
were t ru e  caches.  In t h e  dry i n t e r i o r  
c l imate  of the S t i k i n e  P la teau ,  f ish  and 
meat could be preserved in a palatable state 
in these for about three years.

Major fal l  and winter camps were located 
in th e  upper reaches of major river valleys 
w h e re  s e v e r a l  e x t e n d e d  f a m i l i e s  a l s o  
c o o p e r a t e d  i n  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  and 
m ainten ance  of  long car ibou fences.  As 
many as 2 0  t o  30  c a r i b o u  m ig h t  be 
captured at a time in these, during seasonal 
movements from alpine  areas to forested 
river vallys.  Large quantit ies  of meat and 
raw materials were processed and stored at 
these camps for la ter  use. Snares, traps, 
and nets ,  used in  t h e  v i c in i ty  of o th er  
seasonal camps for procuring a variety of 
d if ferent resources  cou ld  be used for two 
or three seasons.

With a complex technology for procuring 
large n u m b e r s  of  s e a s o n a l l y  a b u n d a n t  
resources, the limiting factor on the amount 
which c ou ld  be stored for la ter  use was 
th e  amount of time required to p r o c e s s  
them. The butcher ing  and processing of 
foods was the r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  of women and 
required cooperation among them.

Many of th e  re gu la t ion s  and d ie ta r y  
t a b o o s  p e r t a i n i n g  to  women served to 
reinforce th e  need for cooperation  in food 
p ro d u c t io n  and e n s u r e d  c o n s t a n t  fo o d  
reserves in dried form. At menarche, and 
t h r o u g h o u t  ch i ld  bearing years, T a h l ta n  
women were iso la ted in smaller  h u t s  (a 
s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  f r o m  o t h e r s )  dur in g  
menstruation and when giving b i r t h .  The
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isolation of women excluded them from food 
production for a few days every month or 
for an entire year in the case of pubescents 
( E m m o n s  1 9 1 1 : 1 0 4 ,  T e i t  19 5 6 : 1  2 9 ) .  
A l th o u g h  such an i n s t i t u t i o n  r e q u i r e d  
considerable investment in terms of time and 
energy on th e  part  of  th e  enti re  group it 
ensured cooperation among several related 
women. Isolation of a woman for a few days 
every month required th at  other women, 
usually an au nt ,  m other ,  or s is ters ,  cared 
for her ch i ld re n  and carried out regular 
a c t iv i t ie s  of hunt ing,  snaring, processing 
f o o d ,  and c o o k i n g .  M e n s t r u a n t s  and 
pubescents were not a l lowed to handle or 
eat f resh  meat or f i s h .  T h is  meant that 
th ere  must always be a s u p p ly  of  dried 
fish or meat on hand. These dietary taboos 
on women, who were re s p o n s ib le  for th e  
preparation  and drying of foods as well as 
their exchange and distribution, ensured that 
th e  enti re  g r o u p  a lw a y s  had s u f f ic ie n t  
stores of dried food on hand during periods 
of bad weather or scarcity of resources.

F o o d  s h a r i n g  was a n o t h e r  means of 
c o p i n g  w i t h  v a r i a t i o n  i n  r e s o u r c e  
ava i lab i l i ty .  T a h l t a n  pe op le  emphasized 
th e  im portance  of  food sharing among all 
members o f  t h e  ex tended f a m i l y  which 
cooperated in subsis tence  a c t iv i t ie s .  While 
indiv iduals  contributed to food production 
according to their  age and ab i l i ty ,  al l  were 
e n t i t le d  to an equal  s h a r e  of  t h e  f o o d  
produced by th e  w h o le  grou p .  At times 
when larger g r o u p s  o f  p e o p l e  gathered 
together, such as at caribou hunting camps 
where th e  long fences were used, the meat 
procured from cooperation of the group was 
shared among al l  th o s e  present. Several of 
the tales recorded by Teit (1919, 1921) were 
used to  t e a c h  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  of  fo o d  
sharing.  Puberty training was an important 
period of learning to share with others. As 
boys learned to h u n t ,  t rap ,  and snare, they 
also  learned to  share  with  o th e r s .  T h e y  
were never a l lowed to consume their first 
k i l l  of  any animal b u t  were required to 
give i t  to th e i r  e l d e r s .  Y o u n g  women 
l e a r n e d  t o  go w i t h o u t  u n t i l  th ey  had 
acquired the knowledge of  how to process 
different resources and how they should  be 
s h a r e d  am on g st  m e m b e r s  of  th e  w hole  
group.

A f o u r t h  m e t h o d  o f  d e a l in g  w i t h  
variation in resource abundance was provided 
by t h e  e x t e n s i o n  o f  f o o d  s h a r in g  and 
exchange  over a wide ne tw ork  of social  
relations between groups  in different areas 
established through marriage. The exchange 
of  g i f t s  and fo o d  b e t w e e n  f a m i l i e s  in 
different groups at th e  marriage of a young 
c o u p le  was continued t h r o u g h o u t  l i f e .  
Thu s  abundant resources from one area were 
exchanged for resources  from another area 
whenever groups came together at large sites 
such as f i shing villages and major fa l l  and 
winter camps.

T h e  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  of  trade ne tw orks  
between tribes on a broader regional scale 
was another important mechanism for dealing 
with  f l u c t u a t i o n s  in resource  abundance. 
Through marriage alliances with other tribes 
along t h e i r  t e r r i t o r i a l  b o u n d a r i e s ,  th e  
Tahltan maintained peaceful trade re la t ions  
w ith  th e  coasta l  T l ing i t  as well as Kaska 
and Sekani peoples f u r t h e r  to the interior. 
In  t i m e s  o f  r e s o u r c e  s t r e s s ,  l o c a l  
manufactured products such as tanned hides, 
c lo th in g ,  bags, babiche, obsidian, or carved 
implements of  sheep and goat horn  could 
be exchanged for f o o d s t u f f s  f ro m  o t h e r  
areas. Several  trading camps are recorded 
a lon g  t h e  S t i k i n e  R i v e r ,  b e l o w  i t s  
conf lu ence  with  t h e  T a h l t a n  R i v e r ,  to  
which th e  T l ing i t  ascended from the coast. 
T he  T a h l t a n  t rad e d  w i t h  t h e  Kaska  at 
camps located on Dease River and at th e  
confluence of the upper Rancheria with the 
Liard (Teit 1956) ,  and w ith  Sekani people 
at a site at  Metsantan Lake  at  th e  divide 
between th e  F indlay and Stik ine  drainages 
(Black 19 55).

Conservation p r a c t i c e s  were a ls o  an 
effective means of coping w i th  varia tion in 
resource  abundance.  The  procurement and 
processing of large q u ant i t ies  of a resource 
during p e r i o d s  of  a b u n d a n c e  n o t  o n ly  
provided a commodity of exchange b ut  also 
served as a selective cropping mechanism to 
h e l p  c o n t r o l  f l u c t u a t i o n s  in  a n i m a l  
p o p u la t io n s .  In situations where resource 
abundance was low in p ar t i cu lar  areas, the 
Tahltan did not hu nt  in th ese  areas for a 
p e r i o d  o f  y e a r s  so  t h a t  t h e  an im al  
p o p u la t io n s  c o u ld  b u i l d  up again (Teit  
n.d.). This  kind of re sourc e  conservation
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was faci l i tated by f lexibility in gioup size, 
composit ion, and m o b i l i ty  as well as the 
concepts of land ownership maintained by 
the T a h l ta n  people .  Hunt ing terr itories 
were not owned by individual  families but 
held  in  common by m a t r i l i n e a l  c l a n s .  
T h ro u g h  marriage, males from other clans 
were recruit ed  i n t o  t h e  w o rk fo rc e  of a 
p a r t i c u l a r  g r o u p ,  b r in g in g  w i t h  them 
k n o w l e d g e  of  t o p o g r a p h y  and animal 
p o p u l a t i o n s  of  o t h e r  a re as .  D u r in g  
conditions of declining resource populations  
in one area, strong social alliances allowed 
families to hunt with groups in other areas 
for a while.

O t h e r  c o n s e r v a t i o n  p r a c t i c e s  a l s o  
operated to maintain economic stability.  The 
Tahltan held a great respect for the animals 
which they  hunted .  A n im a ls  were n o t  
b o t h e r e d  n e e d l e s s l y  nor k i l l e d  if  they 
could not be used. A variety of r i tu a ls  
were involved with hunt ing,  processing of 
a n i m a l s ,  and t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  of  t h e i r  
remains. T h e  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f s  which 
defined the close relationship between th e  
pe op le ,  their  environment, and the animals 
w i th in  i t  e n s u r e d  c o n s e r v a t i o n  of  th e  
resource base which  the T ah l tan  pe op le  
depended on.

P e r h a p s  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  factor 
c o n t r i b u t i n g  to  ec o n o m ic  s u r v i v a l  and 
stability was the overall f le x ib i l i ty  of the 
s y s t e m .  S i n c e  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  was 
constantly  changing with  th e  seasons and 
the resource base was never th e  same from 
one year to the next, Tahltan people were 
c o n t i n u o u s l y  a c q u i r i n g  and exchanging 
in form ation in order to  make d e c i s io n s  
a b o u t  who should go to which camp, how 
long to  stay,  and how much of any one 
resource should be preserved for la te r  use. 
As Brody (19 81) points out in his study on 
the Beaver people  of  th e  Peace River area 
of B r i t i s h  C olu m bia ,  f l e x i b i l i t y  is t h e  
major factor  in th e  survival of traditional 
su b s is te n c e  ac tiv it ie s  up to th e  present ,  
even in  t h e  face  of  e n c r o a c h m e n t s  on 
traditional territory.

In s u m m a r y ,  t h e  t radi t ional  T ah l tan  
su b s is te n c e  economy in corporated several 
strategies f o r  c o p in g  w i t h  seasonal and 
lo n g e r  te rm  f l u c t u a t i o n s  in  r e s o u r c e  
abundance in order to ensure constant and

reliable levels of food and raw materials to 
meet s ub s is tence  needs. These  strategies 
i n f l u e n c e d  s e t t l e m e n t  lo ca t ion  and site  
charac ter is t ics .  T h e  T a h l ta n  exploited a 
wide range of larger and smaller  mammals, 
b i r d s ,  f i s h  and p l a n t  species ava ilab le  
within their environment. Procurement and 
habitation sites are th ere fore  located in a 
variety of di f ferent ecological  zones from 
low lying terraces a lon g  major r ivers  to 
a lp ine  meadows and ridges. S i t e s  were 
occupied on a seasonal basis and vary in 
size depending on th e  kind and quantity of 
resources procured and processed. Large 
s i t e s  are l o c a t e d  in areas  where larger 
groups of people aggregated to procure and 
p r o c e s s  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  r e l i a b l e  and 
predictable resources such as salmon and 
caribou.

T h e  s to r a g e  of  la rge  q u a n t i t i e s  of  
seasonally abundant resources was one of 
the most important strategies for maintaining 
economic s t a b i l i t y .  Storage behav iour is 
m a n i f e s t  at major camps and vil lages by 
presence of smokehouse structures or drying 
rack features in conjunction with  he ar th s ,  
c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  o f  processing t o o l s ,  and 
storage p i t s .  Underground p it s  used for 
storing dried foods are highly visible in the 
archaeological record.

Cooperation in food production and food 
sharing behaviour are a lso manifest in site 
c h arac te r is t ics .  At l a rg e r  v i l l a g e  s i t e s  
m u l t i - f a m i ly  smokehouse and/or habitation 
structures reflect the existence of corporate 
groups, consisting of several nuclear families 
cooperating in food production ac t iv i t ies .  
At o t h e r  s e a s o n a l  camps where smaller  
temporary shelters are occupied for shorter 
periods of time by a corporate group, these 
are c l u s t e r e d  together around a common 
hearth and processing area.

Exchange of  fo o d  and goods between 
families at larger aggregation sites results  in 
th e  deposition of a wide range of l i thic  and 
faunal remains from resources procured from 
a variety of  d i f f e r e n t  l o c a l i t i e s .  Trade 
goods are expected to be more concentrated 
at large aggregation sites located along major 
travel routes  where trading ac tiv it ies  are 
taking place than in any o th er  s i t e s  to 
which they may be dispersed. Evidence of 
trade becomes more highly  visible with the
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introduction of nonperishable items at s ites 
with protohistoric and historic components.

Conservation practices employed to cope 
with declining resources would be diff icult 
t o  d o c u m e n t  in  t e r m s  o f  s e t t l e m e n t  
patterns.  However, they may have resulted 
in a visible break in occupation of sites in

a particular area while families hunted with 
o th er  groups in d i f f e r e n t  areas .  S u c h  
f l e x ib i l i t y  in group composition is expected 
t o  p r o d u c e  h o m o g e n e i t y  in  t o o l  k i t s  
associated with  specif ic  ac tiv it ies  at th e  
range of s i tes  where those  ac tiv it ie s  are 
taking place.


