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This project was entirely funded and administered 
by the Huu-ay-aht First Nations. We are grateful 
to members of the Band Council for deciding that 
such research would be worthwhile. We particularly 
thank former Chief Councillor Robert Dennis for 
his active involvement in making this project happen. 
We also appreciate the support of the late hereditary 
chief Spencer Peters. Connie Waddell, Director of 
Tribal Operations, provided all administrative servic-
es from the band office. Stella Peters, then on Coun-
cil, was an important force in the project’s inception. 
Larry Johnson, Director of Lands and Resources, 
was supportive in the final stages of preparing this 
report. We also thank all the Huu-ay-aht people 
who participated in the fieldwork (named below) or 
visited the site during our work there. 

The project accomplishments were due to the ca-
pable and hard-working crew, particularly the expe-
rienced field supervisors who provided guidance to a 
primarily novice team. In addition to the two project 
directors (Alan McMillan and Denis St. Claire), the 
2004 senior crew consisted of George Kaufmann, 
Iain McKechnie, Nicole Smith, Darryl Kirsch, and 
Alex Clark. The 2006 supervisors were George 
Kaufmann, Iain McKechnie, Darryl Kirsch, Alex 
Clark, Beth Weathers, and Jon Hall. Darryl Kirsch 
served a double role, ably handling the demanding 
job of senior camp cook as well as his excavation du-
ties, as did Alex Clark, who was in charge of carpen-
try and boat maintenance among other tasks. 

The project was designed to include employ-
ment and archaeological training for members of 
the Huu-ay-aht First Nations. Huu-ay-aht field 
participants in 2004 were Charlene Nookemus, 
Judy Johnson, Kerri Dennis, Tala Dennis, Henry 
Williams, Marlene Williams, Duane Nookemus, 
Shane Nookemus, Vikky Nookemus, and Alex-
ander Frank. In 2006, they were Arthur Peters, 
Gabriel Williams, and Candice Clappis. 

In the second field season, we were fortunate to 
play host to the University of Victoria archaeological 
field school, taught by Nicole Smith. Fifteen students 
participated in the excavation at Huu7ii as part of the 
field school. We thank Quentin Mackie (Depart-
ment of Anthropology, University of Victoria) for fa-
cilitating the arrangements (and for spending several 
days on the project to observe the students in action). 

A constantly changing roster of volunteers 
swelled the number of fieldworkers and added 
greatly to what the project was able to accomplish. 
In total, 45 individuals contributed their time and 
labour, some for only a few days whereas others 

stayed for lengthy periods over the two field seasons. 
Although they are too numerous to list individually, 
their efforts are no less appreciated. Ian Sumpter, 
formerly of Parks Canada, deserves special note as 
he participated in this project (as well as our other 
work in Barkley Sound) for both seasons and did 
the shell analysis for the site. Ted Knowles, our 
“handyman extraordinaire,” should also be singled 
out for the considerable amount of time he spent on 
the site over the two seasons and for his contribu-
tions to keeping the camp running smoothly. 

Al Mackie has been instrumental in this project 
from the beginning. He initially recorded the site 
and mapped the house platforms in 1984 (and 
kindly allowed us to use that map in this report). 
He accompanied the directors out to the site for 
an initial discussion of field strategies in 2003. 
As Project Officer at the Archaeology Branch, he 
greatly assisted with matters involving the provin-
cial excavation permit. He also managed to visit 
the site for several days during excavation. 

Various other individuals contributed in diverse 
ways. Iain McKechnie took a major role in the 
collection of faunal remains in the field, did the 
analysis of the column sample fauna, and prepared 
several of the maps and profiles. Other maps and 
profiles are the work of Brian McMillan. Gay Fre-
derick did the main analysis of the faunal remains 
from the site, Ian Sumpter did the shell analysis, 
and Beth Weathers examined the matrix samples 
for paleoethnobotanical evidence. Marlow Pellatt 
(Parks Canada) spent several days at the site to 
collect core samples from a bog and wrote up the 
pollen results for this report. Ursula Arndt and 
Dongya Yang (Simon Fraser University) examined 
the ancient DNA from selected whalebones for 
species identification. Michael Wilson (Doug-
las College) kindly examined the stone artifacts 
from Huu7ii, identifying lithic types and possible 
sources. Warren Sookocheff and Mike Perdue, stu-
dents in a “Temperate Rainforest Ecology” course 
at Bamfield Marine Sciences Centre, spent several 
days in camp while conducting dendrochronologi-
cal studies on large trees that had grown on the site. 
Ann Stewart at the Bamfield Marine Sciences 
Centre kindly organized the use of several large 
skiffs and their operators during camp set-up and 
dismantling. We are indebted to them all. 

For their work in the production of this volume, 
we thank Cheryl Takahashi (Takahashi Design) 
and Roy Carlson (Archaeology Press, Department 
of Archaeology, Simon Fraser University).  
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